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A Message from our Head of School
Dear Families and Friends:

God has blessed Bynum School abundantly for 35 years!  Moving to 5100 
Avalon Drive was exciting, amazing, and intimidating.  We accomplished 
great things behind the red door down the road. Would this wonderful 
new building with all the rooms, equipment and technology be able to 
achieve the same greatness?  Staff, students, families and community 
members properly laid the groundwork for our new location by research-
ing best practices for the design of Bynum School, praying over the land 
and writing scriptures on the foundation.

THE HIGHLIGHTS
Enrollment grew as projected, state-of-the-art technology was incorpo-
rated into daily classroom routines, a sensory room was created, and the 
media lab was established as a place for students to read, do research 
and enjoy story time.  The Student Activity Center allows us to gather 
in the mornings for prayer, the Pledge, and movement before going to 
classes.  Physical Education classes use the Student Activity Center and 
students end the day here in the aftercare program.  The Center also ac-
commodates meetings, programs, and special events.   Each classroom 
is equipped with a sink, restroom, storage and state-of-the-art furniture.  
Our therapists are located in a common hall with therapy rooms set up 
to provide quality services for students.  We are so pleased with what the 
new Bynum School provides in terms of space and advanced education-
al opportunities.  We are grateful to the Permian Basin and extended 
Bynum School community for supporting our goals and dreams for our 
students!

As we plan for the 2019-2020 year, school improvement remains the 
main focus.  Our theme for the year, “Bee Amazing,” can be seen around 
campus, in classrooms, and in the daily actions of staff and students.  
Teachers challenge each student to rise to their 
greatest potential through every aspect of 
academics, communication, independence, so-
cialization, physical fitness and lifelong learning.  
Each student has gifts and we are excited to see 
what is inside! 

“Be strong & courageous, do not be afraid or 
troubled.  The Lord your God is with you wher-
ever you go.”  Joshua 1:9

Sincerely,

Keri St. John, Head of School



A Message from our Executive Director
Families and Friends:

Bynum School continued its tradition of success during 2018-2019. En-
rollment increased at all levels, programs and services expanded with 
the hiring of an occupational therapist and speech therapist, and stu-
dents demonstrated progress in mastering goals. Also, Bynum School 
attained re-accreditation, a testament to its quality leadership, learn-
ing capacity, and resource capacity. Bynum School operated within its 
budget. The annual audit was “clean” with no exceptions. I believe that 
these successes are due to the oversight of the Board, management 
practices of an effective administration team, generous community 
support, parent support, and effective, dedicated staff. Last, but not 
least, Bynum School occupied its new building in August, 2018.

Bynum School stands as unique when compared to other schools 
working with this population of students. Bynum School is the only 
school, public or private, providing an uninterrupted continuum of 
year-round services to students age 3 to adulthood. Bynum School 
stands ready to meet the unique educational needs, social and emo-
tional challenges, and long-term vocational objectives of children, ad-
olescents and adults with a broad spectrum of special needs including 
students with autism, genetic disorders, and who may be diagnosed 
with multiple handicapping conditions.

Bynum School acknowledges the importance that faith plays in a 
program dedicated to serving children who have special needs and 
designed to support their families. We recognize commitment to our 
students and families as lifelong, and we ackowledge that trusting 
relationships with families are critical to meeting the goals of students 
and the goals of Bynum School. Bynum School has served the com-
munity for 35 years, but our story is far 
from finished.

Know that visitors are always welcome; we 
are proud of our students and programs. 
Do not hesitate to visit, call, or send an 
email if you have any questions or com-
ments. Thank you for the privilege and 
honor of allowing us to serve children and 
families in West Texas. Bynum School has 
many reasons to celebrate success.

Sincerely,

Dr. William H. Maurer, Executive Director



2018-2019 Operations 
Bynum School Financials (Unaudited)

Fundraising Unrestricted Program

Revenue $2,992,096

Expense $2,441,896

Program Expense $1,325,593

Fundraising Operating Program

30%
37%

33%

54%

14%

32%

Physical Education Health Services Pre-K

Music, Speech, Mneme Adult Day Vocational

K-12

50%

20%

9%

8%

6%
5%

2%



Investing in Results
Ways to Give

Gifts to Support the Tuition Assistance Fund

Endowment Endeavors

Matching Gifts

Each year, Bynum School has a growing number of students needing 
tuition assistance. Currently, 40% of our students receive tuition 
assistance. Bynum School wants every parent to be able to exercise 
school choice options, and the tuition assistance program exists 
because the Bynum School Board of Directors and administrators 
believe that tuition costs should not have to determine a child’s future.

Bynum School drives to grow endowment funds and sustain a level 
of excellence. Endowment funds are gifts in perpetuity. The funds 
are invested to achieve a high return on investment for endowment 
donors. Bynum School depends upon the vision and generosity 
of individuals, foundations, and corporations to ensure its future 
through support of existing and establishment of new endowment 
funds. We welcome contributions and planned gifts in the form of 
cash or receivable income, appreciated, stock, retirement accounts, 
real estate, oil and gas interests, life insurance, and charitable trusts.

Many businesses and corporations offer a matching gift program to 
their employees. By including your company’s matching gift form with 
your donation, you can double, or even triple, the size of your gift.



Introducing The Bynum School 
Annual Fund

The Bynum School Annual Fund helps bridge the gap between 
tuition dollars, which cover about 30% of the annual budget, and the 
fundraising efforts through grant writing and hosting fundraising 
events. We do this to ensure that staff have competitive salaries, 
facilities are maintained and improved as necessary, and that 
students experience a wide array of learning opportunities. Gifts to 
the Annual Fund are generally unrestricted and support our students 
in ways that you can see. Our goal is to achieve 100% participation  
of parents.

Bynum School needs your help to serve children and adults 
at its best. We encourage parents, grandparents, parents of 

alumni, board members, faculty, staff, and friends to help 
Bynum School by investing in our students through the 

Bynum School Annual Fund, a new campaign to promote 
individual giving at Bynum School.

No. Independent schools have always relied on the generosity of 
loyal supports to advance their schools.

By sponsoring a table, purchasing tickets, or bidding on auction items, 
you are contributing to key aspects of Bynum School curriculum 
such as arts and music, physical education, vocational programming, 
and various therapies that Bynum School offers as part of its holistic 
approach to learning. The Bynum School Annual Fund is designed to 
offset annual operating costs.
Bynum School is a nurturing community to students who are often 
overlooked, and we are providing opportunities for them to excel in 
their own way. This is all a part of Bynum School’s focus on abilities,  
not disabilities.
Please give to the Bynum School Annual Fund today. You can give 
online, or talk with the Director of Development, Tracy Bush, about 
how your gift can make all the difference today and in the future.

Why give annually?

Is giving to the Annual Fund unique to Bynum School?

What is the difference between the Annual Fund and 
school fundraisers?



35 Years in the Making....
A Brief History of Bynum School

1984 1992 1997 1998 2009 2013 2014 2016 2018 2019

• Developmental Disabilities Center opened with Kay 
  Bynum as director with 3 students
• Received tax exempt status from IRS

Bynum School was first accredited 
by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools for 

kindergarten through 12th grade

• Preschool program 
  was accredited 
• 25th Anniversary 
  Celebration with  
  Laura Bush

•Every Picture Tells a Story capital campaign 
  completed
•Groundbreaking at new site

School was renamed 
Bynum School 

Adult Day Program 
implemented

Bynum School occupied its new campus

35th AnniversaryPreschool program 
implemented

Every Picture Tells a Story capital campaign launched



Stories of Success
Meet Kate....

Before our daughter Kate joined Bynum School, we were very 
concerned about Kate just becoming a number among other 
students, hidden away in a special education classroom. We wanted 
Kate at a school and in a classroom where the teachers believed in 
her, pushed her, and encouraged her to be the best she can be and 
reach her God-given potential. Thankfully, we were blessed to find 
out about Bynum School through a friend.

Some of the most impactful aspects of Bynum School have been the 
opportunities Kate encounters each day, the safety of the school, and 
the growth we have seen in Kate. Kate has grown in so many areas. 
She is shy and can sometimes retreat to an area by herself and not 
join in with others. The staff has encouraged her and helped her find 
ways to participate and be part of the group. Through classroom 
activities, school programs, and interactions with her schoolmates 
and the community, Kate has grown in her capabilities, educational 
goals and tasks, and in her confidence and strength. Bynum School 
is one of the few places that Kate feels right at home and is her 
happy, smiling self!

Bynum School is a wonderful school for individuals and students 
with special needs. The staff put the students first and set high 
expectations for the students to be able to grow, develop, and 
reach their full potential. The classroom numbers are small, and 
the teachers do a great job interacting and keeping in touch with 
us. Most importantly, they teach the students that they do matter, 
that they have a voice in this world, and that they are very capable 
of living a full and successful life. I feel that Kate has been given 
the best learning 
environment and 
that Bynum School 
is the best place she 
could be.
             —Meredith, 
               Kate’s Mom



Stories of Change
Meet Justice....
When Justice hit the fifth 
grade, the gap between 
him and other students 
began to seem greater 
than ever before. With 
such large classes at his old 
school and an academic 
gap becoming more 
evident, we felt that Justice 
was being left behind. 
Justice was struggling 
with his friendships, 
and there was poor 
communication between 
the administration and us when dealing with behavioral issues – we 
began searching for a better alternative.

Bynum School has been the change that Justice needed. The 
small class size is a huge benefit. Justice is getting the one-on-one 
instruction and because the classes are so small, the teachers have 
the ability to plan more effectively to meet Justice where he is and 
help him grow. The added therapies have been a great bonus as 
well – his confidence and engagement have soared because of 
programs like adaptive P.E., music therapy, and Mneme therapy. 
Since beginning at Bynum School, he is communicating more, he is 
being pushed academically, and he is loved and accepted for who 
God created him to be. We feel such relief, joy, and peace knowing 
that Justice is at Bynum School.

Our family loves that Bynum School takes a holistic approach to 
education. He is receiving academic instruction paired with self-care 
and community experience. We feel that work in all these areas will 
help him to be more independent and will eventually help him get a 
job in our community. 

The thing we love most about Bynum School is the staff. From the 
first moment we walked into the school, we felt welcomed. We felt 
Justice was valued, and it is evident that each person who works at 
the school cares about the children and wants to do their best to help 
them.
                                                                                     — Jenni, Justice’s Mom



Stories of Love
Meet Samuel....

Before attending Bynum School, Samuel 
attended a day habilitation program that 
was overcrowded and understaffed. An 
incident arose that resulted in Samuel being 
hospitalized, and that was the last straw – we 
knew we had to make a change.

And boy, are we glad we did. Samuel and our 
family alike love Bynum School. Samuel will 
always require 24/7 supervision and assistance 
with daily living. Bynum School is a safe, 
stimulating environment with people who are 
kind and patient. Samuel has become more 
active and animated, and we can tell he is 
happy. Samuel gets annoyed whenever I pick him up early for a 
doctor’s appointment – that’s how I know he loves Bynum School! 

One challenge we anticipated when we enrolled Samuel at Bynum 
School was the tuition cost to attend the Adult Day program. 
However, we have been blessed with tuition assistance funding 
from the school, which makes the cost affordable for our family. If I 
could choose any day program in the entire country for Samuel to 
attend, I would choose Bynum School. It’s a state-of-the-art facility 
staffed by caring professionals with many years of experience, 

and the love of Christ is 
evident among teachers 
and staff.

The teachers of the 
Adult Day program and 
Mrs. Ermunda have 
so impressed me with 
how they have worked 
at getting to know my 
sweet son Samuel. He 
can be a puzzle, but they 
have been so patient and 
persistent. My hope is 
that he will always have 
Bynum School as his day 
service provider.                         
  —Shannon, Samuel’s 
Mom



2018-2019 Fundraising Events

Smash 2019 was generously underwritten by 
the Brenda and Travis Stice Family Foundation.  
Hosted at Midland Country Club, our guests had 
a full day of playing tennis and an evening under 
the tent dining and dancing.

The charitable spirit of 
our sponsors of each of 

these events supports the 
foundations of the programs at 
Bynum School for children and 
adults who have special needs. 

Midland Polo Club, Inc. in Midland, Texas 
was the venue for Chukkers for Children 
on October 4th.  Chukkers for Children is a 
biennial charity event benefiting students at 
Bynum School.  Thanks to Anadarko, guests 
enjoyed a night of watching polo, eating 
dinner, and dancing under the stars.  The 
teams who played in this year’s friendly 
competition were Covey Energy and Hedloc.   

Thanks to our co-chair couples, 
Diana and Spencer Blake and Allyse 
and Robert Horton.  Their guidance 
of the event committee was proven 
successful as our largest fundraiser 

to date.

Chukkers for Children

Smash Tennis Tournament

Smash was Co-chaired by Jill and 
Trey Santa Maria and Emily and 

Kyle Schuler.  Their demonstrated 
leadership was a huge success!



Bynum School Employees

Give Back
to the

Bynum School conducts an employee campaign 
each year to raise funds to support the United Way of 
Midland. The 2019 employee campaign raised $813, 
with 100% of Bynum School employees participating 
in the campaign. We got creative on ways to give and 
hosted several fun events throughout the week: a 
game of bingo, “wear what you want” day, a chili cook-

off, and a dessert silent auction.

The United Way of Midland employee fundraising 
campaign is important to us here at Bynum School 
because the United Way of Midland supports several 
of our  programs in a big way. Specifically, the United 
Way of Midland supports the Vocational Program 
and job training and placement, as well as our health 
program, which includes our school nurse’s salary and 
much of the equipment she uses each day. Bynum 
School receives this generous funding through a 
grant process, and we cannot thank the United Way of 

Midland enough for their support. 



In honor of Bynum School’s 
35th Anniversary, the 

Diamonds & Derricks gala 
will be the only fundraiser 
to support the school this 

year. By attending and 
sponsoring this event, your 
gifts will contribute to the 
growth of our school and 

our endowment for  
future students of the  

Bynum School. 

Please contact Tracy Bush about sponsorship  
opportunities for this fantastic event by phone at  

(432) 520-0075 or by email at tbush@bynumschool.org

Honorary co-chairs Susie & Don Evans and Brenda & Travis Stice


